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Methods
All surveys and interviews conducted were designed to keep 

confidentiality among participants so that they could give 

their honest opinion. The parent and student surveys were 

translated into Spanish by a CVUSD Spanish teacher to 

gather the largest minority group’s perspective.

6 of 18 PESes in CVUSD were studied.

Principal interviews were analyzed by notes and a 

recording taken during the interview. One principal 

opted to not be recorded.

Parents received surveys through an email sent out by 

principals of each PES surveyed. If parents could not 

access the online version, they had the option to take 

the survey from the school office. There was a total of 

212 PES parent responses.

Teachers received surveys by email from the PES 

principals. A total of 26 PES teachers participated.

One CVUSD high school was surveyed for the student 

perspective.

Student surveys were approved by the Institutional 

Review Board before distributed. Students were 

required to fill out and return a parent consent form 

before participating. A total of 227 students participated.

Two CVUSD board members were interviewed.

Notes taken during and a recording of the interview 

made up the data analysis.

The surveys asked general questions as background for the 

participant’s gender, school (and student grade if students or 

parents), and language capability. Two questions asked them 

about the values of foreign languages. Six questions aimed 

to uncover which type of FLP they would prefer (which 

language, grade to begin, importance of culture, etc.). The 

questions asked specifically to parents were to know their 

child’s language capability, and to see possible enrollment 

and for what reasons, including two open responses.

Results

Interview Analysis

4 of 6 principals 

expressed interest and 

possibility in adopting a 

FLP at their PES. All 

valued culture as very 

important to be taught 

alongside the foreign 

language. Also, all 

chose Spanish as the 

ideal language to teach 

CVUSD students based 

on a local perspective. 

From a global 

perspective, principals 

and board members 

chose Chinese as the 

second language 

option.

When parents were 

asked if they would 

consider enrolling their 

child in a FLP in PES if 

it was available, 73.6% 

(84) parents responded 

“yes, most likely.”

An issue that the two 

board members 

highlighted was parents’ 

beliefs. Because the 

children are learning 

two languages, they are 

temporarily set back in 

English which could 

worry some parents and 

cause them to remove 

their child from the FLP, 

possibly permanently 

shrinking the class size. 

Abstract
Currently, Conejo Valley Unified School District (CVUSD) 

does not offer a foreign language program (FLP) with the 

goal of attaining fluency in any public elementary school 

(PES). The views of the CVUSD community towards the 

implementation of an optional FLP in PES are discovered 

and analyzed in this study. The three perspectives taken into 

account are PES parents, district staff, and students. Six 

PESes were studied, each of which included a principal 

interview and surveys of the teachers and parents; one 

CVUSD high school was surveyed; and two district board 

members were interviewed. The total of 465 surveys and 8 

interviews reveals that all three perspectives have interest in 

establishing and supporting a FLP in PES. To address the 

community’s interest, CVUSD should consider adopting a 

dual language immersion program, a type of FLP, in at least 

one PES to benefit students and further their foreign 

language education.

Introduction

Besides the benefit of gaining knowledge of a foreign 

language, previous scholarship1 has shown outside benefits 

of learning a foreign language, such as improved problem 

solving skills, general math ability, and native language 

understanding; higher standardized test scores, including 

SAT & ACT; and in children, greater evaluative skills and 

overall cognitive development. Further, bilinguals have been 

proven to surpass monolinguals in hypothesizing in science, 

reading and spelling skills, concept formation, and 

attentional control.

In deciding to implement a FLP in PES, the effect of 

Proposition 58 is significant. The bill2 passed in 2016 with 

the goal of reestablishing bilingual and multicultural 

programs in public schools. Part of its initiative is that if at 

least 20 parents at any grade level, or 30 parents at one 

school “request” a FLP, the school “shall be required to offer 

[one]…to the extent possible” which gives parents a voice.

Regarding establishing a FLP, CVUSD Board Policy3 states 

that “the Superintendent or designee shall recommend world 

languages to be taught…based on student interest, 

community needs, and available resources.” Hence, if there 

is expressed student interest and necessity by the 

community, CVUSD should consider adopting a FLP based 

on the attitudes of the community. 

Discussion

By finding the perspectives of the CVUSD community 

towards an optional FLP in PES, there can be shown reason 

to implement one, and a general understanding that a dual 

language immersion program, a type of FLP, would fit best 

according to their views.

An implication from the parent interest in a PES FLP 

correlates with Proposition 58 by likely surpassing the 

required number of parents in some schools. Parents are 

interested in a FLP and have the power to implement one, 

yet they have to take action in order to create a PES FLP. A 

limitation to this, however, is that not every school had a 

sufficient amount of parent responses; it ranged from five to 

81 parents per school. 

Knowing the three requirements for establishing a FLP from 

the CVUSD Board Policy, that students are interested, and 

that the community sees value in such a program, CVUSD 

should consider implementing a FLP into at least one PES.

Further research could analyze the available resources for a 

FLP, including cost and adequate staff to support the 

program which are essential to address when considering 

the plausibility of the program.

Results: Should CVUSD offer an optional FLP in at 

least one PES?
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How important is it to teach culture along with a foreign 
language?
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Issues of establishing and maintaining a FLP mentioned by 

principals were finding bilingual certified teachers, potentially 

displacing current staff, maintaining enrollment, funding, and 

scheduling time in the day.

The interviewed CVUSD board members did not specifically 

say if a FLP should be implemented into PES, though both 

mentioned that if such a program did develop, it should be 

systematic and continue into secondary education.

Conclusion
The absence of a FLP with the goal of fluency in CVUSD 

PESes is addressed by finding the community’s attitudes 

towards foreign languages and implementing a FLP into 

PES. Through data analysis, the community is shown to 

have interest and support for a FLP in PES. Deduced by the 

community’s views, a dual language immersion program 

focusing on Spanish language and culture, beginning in the 

early years of elementary school, and lasting for a minimum 

of four years would be adequate. Foreign languages are a 

subject missing from CVUSD primary school education, and 

by implementing a FLP into PES, the opportunities for 

students would be enriched in a way that benefits both them 

and the world.


